PROGRESS UPDATE FOR March, 2009 

CONVEYANCE SYSTEM BID PHASE

USI AUTH NO.  2

The NACA conveyance system Contract I (Little Osage Creek conveyance) and Contract II (Brush Creek conveyance) Projects have been awarded and a Notice to Proceed with construction activities was given on each project effective March 2, 2009. The completion time allotted for the construction is 480 calendar days.  

Crossland Heavy Contractors (Contract I – Little Osage Creek) has mobilized and set up construction offices at the intersection of Ark. Hwy 264 and Mill Dam Road. To date the work has consisted of surveying, clearing R.O.W. and some subsurface blasting. Some of the (Hobas) pipe has been delivered to the site and shipments continue to arrive daily, a few manholes have been delivered also. 

Crossland is scheduled to begin laying pipeline this week. USI Consulting Engineers, Inc. has a resident project representative on site with the contractor and daily and weekly reports are being logged on the project.

Rosetta Construction (Contract II – Brush Creek) has provided submittals on some of the materials and equipment to be used on the project, but at this time has not mobilized personnel or equipment to the jobsite.

All easements for the project are in hand. Only one easement remains the subject of legal proceedings. All necessary permits for storm water pollution prevention, road crossings from Benton and Washington Counties, Arkansas State highway crossings, Corps of Engineers, and Arkansas Health Department have been attained.   

USI working with ANRC and EPA has completed the necessary forms to activate the new STAG Grant award.  We expect that the funds already expended for engineering can be applied toward the required 45% matching funds from NACA.

EPA Dallas indicates that the Grant should be ready for fulfillment in the coming month (April). 

