PROGRESS UPDATE FOR November, 2008 

CONVEYANCE SYSTEM BID PHASE

USI AUTH NO.  2

The NACA conveyance system Contract I (Little Osage Creek conveyance) and Contract II (Brush Creek conveyance) Plans and Specifications have been available for potential bidders since the project advertisement in September.  

To date there are 54 planholders of record. A listing of the planholders for Contract Sections I and II can be seen on the USI website usi-ce.com. The bid opening originally scheduled for October 16 has been postponed to December 10. The postponement allows the bid opening for the Conveyance Facilities to coincide with the Treatment Plant bid opening.

The decision to postpone the bids was made to allow additional time for EPA to issue their final report on the discharge permit to ADEQ.     

Previously bid prices for pipeline material and manholes are still applicable to the project and will not be affected by the current delay in bidding the general contract.

All easements for the project have been attained or turned over to legal counsel for further negotiation or legal proceedings. The fee simple purchase of the Lile property for construction of the Osage Creek Lift Station is ready for closing which should be scheduled soon. All necessary permits for storm water pollution prevention, road crossings from Benton and Washington Counties, Arkansas State highway crossings, Corps of Engineers, and Arkansas Health Department have been applied for or attained.   

USI is working with ANRC and EPA to complete the necessary forms to activate the new STAG Grant award.  We expect that the funds already expended for engineering can be applied toward the required 45% matching funds from NACA.  

