PROGRESS UPDATE FOR September, 2008 

CONVEYANCE SYSTEM DESIGN

USI AUTH NO.  2

Advertisements for the NACA conveyance system Contract I (Little Osage Creek conveyance) and Contract II (Brush Creek conveyance) have been published.  Plan sets and technical specifications are available for interested parties through USI.  Bids are being received through October16th.  We will review the bids and make award recommendations to the Board at the next regularly scheduled meeting in November.  

The bid documents allow interested parties contractors to bid either Contract I, Contract II, or both.  A deductive line item is included for bidders choosing to bid both contracts.  This allows a discounted price for economies of scale and non-duplicative mobilization expenses that might derive from having both contracts.  

The Arkansas Health Department is currently reviewing plans and we have responded to their technical questions and comments.  Approval is expected within the next two weeks.  

The appraisals on eleven easements are nearing completion and will be soon be submitted to Mr. Harwell for eminent domain proceedings. These are expected to be resolved within thirty days.  

USI is working with ANRC and EPA to complete the necessary forms to activate the new STAG Grant award.  We expect that the funds already expended for engineering can be applied toward the required 45% matching funds from NACA.  

